including their mode of life. Yet the reader comes to realize that such findings do not negate the argument of a cause-effect relationship nor can they be taken to show that all the cigarette-cancer association may be spurious. This is a useful, but varied, collection of papers reviewing the implications of smoking.
Fainting by George L Engel mD 2nded ppx+196 £3 Springfield, lll.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 Each of the four mechanisms of syncope is discussed carefully from both physiological and clinical angles. On the whole the subject matter is treated exhaustively and a most useful bibliography follows each chapter, with references set out in full, as they should be in a work of this type. Some aspects of the problem of syncope are dismissed in a somewhat cavalier fashion. Thus 'drop attacks' merit a much fuller discussion, and Kremer's ascription to a postural compression of the vertebral artery seems to be accepted uncritically. The common vertigino-syncopal occurrences during post-concussional states also receive too brief a mention and, again, authority is quoted as if the last word had been said upon this rather difficult topic. 'Micturition syncope' receives an interesting write-up, but urinolepsia is not mentioned. In his chapter on differential diagnosis, the author states that under most circumstances the differentiation between syncope and epilepsy presents no difficulties. Such confidence suggests either a meagre clinical experience in the field, or an extremely extensive and wide-ranging one. Even Gowers was unwilling to pontificate upon this problem, one which can prove very difficult indeed on occasions. Professor Engel's points in the differential diagnosis between fits and faints need both qualification and expansion. Nor can we accept unreservedly the statement that in vertigo the patient may fall 'but does not lose consciousness'.
Sociology in Medicine by M W Susser and W Watson pp x + 337 42s

London: Oxford University Press 1962
This book is something of a landmark. Epidemiological studies of disease have flourished in Britain during recent years, but their success in producing new insight into the connexions between health and the mode oflife has been limited. Despite such a variety of new factors as the pace of social change, growing knowledge of the realities of British family life and the evidence of the profound effects that social institutions like hospitals have on their inmates, social medicine is still working largely in simple terms of the Registrar General's social classes, the typical physical activity of occupations, and cigarette smoking. There are hardly any studies of the social origins of neurosis, of the psychosomatic disorders in relation to social mobility, of the impact of the chronic diseases on society. With this book a considerable improvement should set in.
Here is a very readable account of modem sociological ideas, using a minimum (even that is too much) ofjargon, and presenting for the first time a serious sociological view of the problems that medicine is concerned with today. If the book is less successful in itself uniting its two viewpoints, that is a very fair representation of the state of the field. Clinicians in particular will enjoy the long account, almost half of the book, on the cycle of family development, which includes an exceedingly interesting section on the 'sick role'. The earlier half is more theoretical, but its chapters on culture and on social class will give the medical reader an immediate insight into the new notions he has to work with if he is to make more sense of, and be of more help with, current problems in social medicine.
Eczema: Its Nature, Cure, and Prevention by Arthur BobroffmD ppxviii+244 $9.50 Springfield, M.: Charles C Thomas 1962 This fascinating book will be either highly praised or uncompromisingly condemned, depending on the inherent beliefs of the reader. Eczema is not a disease but is a dynamic disorder occurring only in an individual with an inborn susceptibility and the manifestations of eczema in the skin are produced by various manipulations, scratching being the commonest. Eczema can only exist in the presence of uncontrolled itching. In the concept of this dynamic process the author includes both lichen planus and dermatitis herpetifornis, but few will agree with the view that cataract occurs in patients with atopic eczema as a result offrequent rubbing of the eyes.
'Many outrageously costly cases of so-called industrial dermatitis are plain ordinary eczema occurring in workmen with constitutionally submarginal skins' -a statement which is only too true. In the very good discussion on eczema in infancy, the real part played by the parents is stressed. The eczematous child is aptly described as having a 'five hundred horse power personality in a one hundred horse power chassis'.
The chapters on treatment are good, the sheet anchor is the frequent ice cold compress, corticoids are only used in healing to expedite disappearance of the rash. The eczema patient must learn to avoid stimuli, using the word in its broadest sense.
